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John Newby — Western Australian Fishing Industry Council — Adjournment Debate 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [5.02 pm]: I rise this evening to talk about the subject of a couple of 
questions this week to the Minister for Fisheries on some matters around claims by the chairman of the Western 
Australian Fishing Industry Council, Mr Newby, and correspondence between the Minister for Fisheries and his 
office. In a conversation I had with Mr Newby, he told me that he had raised the matter first with a number of 
other people and he did not want to raise it with me. He did not want to politicise the issue because he did not 
think it was in the best interests of the relationship between the Department of Fisheries, the fishing industry, the 
minister’s office and the minister. He sought to resolve the issue. I became aware of it only when I read about it 
in The West Australian some two weeks after the event. 

Hon Norman Moore: So did I, as a matter of interest. 

Hon JON FORD: Mr Newby told me that he was walking his dog along a beach when he had a phone call. He 
said that he was John Newby and the caller hung up. The phone indicated the minister’s office number. He rang 
the number and said to the person who answered the phone that he was John Newby, that someone had phoned 
from the office and could the person check who it was. The response was that there was nobody at that number 
and that a check with the office showed that nobody had spoken to him. He said that somebody had because the 
number had registered on the phone. The person he spoke to said it would be either the minister or his chief of 
staff and it would be checked. He was then told the minister’s chief of staff was not there. When he got home he 
found that his partner was fairly distressed. She played him a phone message that had been left while he was out 
walking the dog. He has not played the message to me. 

Hon Norman Moore: I asked him to play it to me so that I could hear it, but he does not have it any more. 

Hon JON FORD: He got the impression that he was being asked to resign. There could have been a 
communications issue. The way that he told the story to me and how he recalls it is that the minister wanted to 
address the WAFIC board of directors and to make some substantive changes, which included a change in the 
face of the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council, including some of the directors moving on and being 
replaced. He took that as the minister wanting him to go, and he was upset. But he was more upset by a message 
left on his phone by the minister’s chief of staff. In his mind he had tried to contact the minister’s office in 
response to a call he had received that had been cut short, so he did not know who had rung him. Subsequent to 
that he got a phone call from—I do not know the time line—Mr Stuart Smith, the chief executive officer of 
Fisheries, asking him to rescind his resignation because it would be bad for the industry at that time. His 
response was, “Why doesn’t the minister ring me? He just needs to pick up the phone.” He left the CEO with 
that message and he waited around for a message for about two weeks. In a subsequent conversation, nearly two 
weeks later, he said to Mr Stuart Smith, “Well, I haven’t heard from the minister, so my resignation stands.” 
Even at that point, he was not trying to cause trouble. In fact, he sent a notice of resignation to the members of 
the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council and someone sent the letter to the media. Even at that point, he 
was telling the media that he did not want to comment. But, for whatever reasons, he decided that he needed to 
respond to any inquiry made to him from Geraldton. I am not sure which arm of the media it was—the ABC, or 
whatever. I do not understand. The minister has told the house that he was unaware of those phone calls. He was 
certainly made aware of the phone call at the same time I was because he would have read the paper and 
someone in Media Monitors —  

Hon Norman Moore: I got a copy from the media the day before it was published in the paper, and that is the 
first I heard about it.  

Hon JON FORD: He must have known that Mr Newby was a distressed man, looking for —  

Hon Norman Moore: Not at all. Until I got that letter, I did not have a clue that he was distressed. I didn’t even 
know a phone call had been made.  

Hon JON FORD: Did the minister ask the CEO of Fisheries to ring him? 

Hon Norman Moore: They said he had been tapped on the shoulder and he was going to go, so I said, “How 
about asking him to stay on because it’s only another month to the AGM?”  

Hon JON FORD: He felt that he had been tapped on the shoulder by the minister. 

Hon Norman Moore: Not by me; I can assure you of that. 

Hon JON FORD: No, but that is what he felt. 

Hon Norman Moore: Then that is not true. I did not have any involvement at all in any suggestion that he 
should go.  
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Hon JON FORD: I am glad it is not true. Mr Newby has been a major contributor to the fishing industry in 
Western Australia for a long time, particularly the rock lobster industry. As the minister is well aware, he has 
been pursuing changes in WAFIC and he has had some success. I am concerned because a lot of water passed 
under the bridge and there was a lot of communication through the minister’s office before the minister 
intervened and rang him.  

Hon Norman Moore: I was not aware there was a problem of this sort. As soon as I was aware, I rang him.  

Hon JON FORD: So there is a problem with your office, especially if someone as close to the minister as his 
chief of staff — 

Hon Norman Moore: You would know about chiefs of staff.  

Hon JON FORD: I know all about chiefs of staff.  

Hon Norman Moore: Of course you do.  

Hon JON FORD: The issue I have is ongoing. But this is a shot across the minister’s bow to sort out.  

Hon Norman Moore: You are assuming that one person’s version of events is correct and not the other. You 
need to understand that sometimes there are two sides to a story.  

Hon JON FORD: I know that there are two sides to every story. I could have done the political thing and just 
attacked the minister. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! We are nearing the end of what seems to have been a very long week. I know that 
some members are tired because of the late-night sittings. However, I ask members to be courteous and listen to 
members in silence. 

Hon JON FORD: I see from the Leader of the House a growing trend to either dodge responsibility or — 

Hon Norman Moore: In what respect are you making that comment? 

Hon JON FORD: That is what I am hearing about his office. The minister says, “It wasn’t me. I didn’t know.” 
This is a significant player in the industry, yet the minister was not even aware of what was going on or why it 
was happening. The minister should have been aware if the chairman of the Western Australian Fishing Industry 
Council was not at the annual general meeting and had handed in his letter of resignation. 

Hon Norman Moore: I haven’t seen the letter of resignation. It wasn’t given to me. 

Hon JON FORD: The minister is still going. The Leader of the House blamed us for filibustering. The 
government filibustered its own Criminal Code Amendment (Graffiti) Bill 2009 because the government did not 
adequately manage the business of the house. The government controls the house. The Leader of the House 
complained that we were filibustering. The government is in control of the house. Fishermen, and particularly 
rock lobster fishermen, are struggling. The Minister for Fisheries is responsible for them. The federal Minister 
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry has offered the government a lifeline and explained how the issue can be 
resolved. 

Hon Norman Moore: Do you know what the lifeline was? It was a commonwealth takeover. Do you agree with 
that? 

Hon JON FORD: The minister has tried to turn it around by saying that the federal government collects the 
taxes. The federal Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry is not responsible for the fishery; the Minister 
for Fisheries is. The Minister for Fisheries has tried to turn it around and is saying that it is the federal minister’s 
responsibility. The Minister for Fisheries is responsible for it and for the business of the house. He is responsible 
also for the communications between his office and the fishing industry and for looking after the rock lobster 
industry. The government has the means and the legislation to do that. 

Hon Norman Moore: Tell them about the advice that you got as the minister. 

Hon JON FORD: Why does the minister not just do his job? 

Hon Norman Moore: You’re a fraud. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Let me make it clear. If the Leader of the House wants to make a statement, he will 
get the call. Everyone is aware that that will close the debate. Another member has indicated that he wants to 
speak. I am prepared to give Hon Jock Ferguson the call unless, of course, the Leader of the House —  

Hon Norman Moore: I would like to get a chance to respond to that drivel. 
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